Editorial: Disorder by Sriraman, Bharath
The Mathematics Enthusiast 
Volume 15 
Number 1 Numbers 1 & 2 Article 1 
1-2018 
Editorial: Disorder 
Bharath Sriraman 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/tme 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Sriraman, Bharath (2018) "Editorial: Disorder," The Mathematics Enthusiast: Vol. 15 : No. 1 , Article 1. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/tme/vol15/iss1/1 
This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Mathematics Enthusiast by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of 
Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
 TME, vol. 15, nos.1&2, p. 1 
 
The Mathematics Enthusiast, ISSN 1551-3440, vol. 15, nos1&2, pp. 1 – 2 
2018© The Author(s) & Dept. of Mathematical Sciences-The University of Montana 
 
 
Editorial: Disorder 
Bharath Sriraman 
University of Montana 
 
 
Vol.15 of The Mathematics Enthusiast is a double issue on the topic of “Disorder of 
Mathematics Education. The guest editors of this special issue: Straehler-Pohl, Lensing, 
Pais & Swanson have put together an intriguing issue which is bound to provoke the 
reader. Their preface to the issue unpacks the notion of “disorder”, therefore I will not do 
so here. However the reader is urged to examine their own tacit assumptions of what this 
could mean before examining the contents of the issue.  
The guest editors follow the French (political) philosopher Alain Badiou’s 
suggestion that possibilities open up when a rupture occurs on what we assume is known 
or knowable. The different papers explore the use of comic, drama, comedy, aphorisms, 
and even dance or montage as possibilities for methodologies used in mathematics 
education. For me, the use of a comic book as a means of presenting an “academic” paper 
is intriguing as well as satisfying because it invokes modalities that are not found 
typically in academic journals. It does get its point across! 
Given the interaction of social theory with mathematics education, it makes more 
sense to go beyond traditional norms of research the field has borrowed from positivist 
and modernist paradigms. Influenced by different post-modernist scholars, the papers in 
this issue experiment with “other ways” of thinking and presenting research.  
 
  Sriraman 
Engaging with the scholarship of the DOME group has been an interesting 
experience for me as it has challenged many of my own assumptions about research in 
mathematics education. In inviting these guest editors to put together this issue, the hope 
is to challenge more readers (particularly mathematics education researchers) to examine 
their own stances, and to open up possibilities that they may not yet have imagined.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
